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As the time draws near for the retirement of Bishop Rubin and the election of a new Bishop in the Diocese we will
dedicate this issue to all matters “Bishop”. We hope you find it interesting. Thank you Harold for collating all the
information. We will start with the qualities needed in a Bishop.

The Qualities needed in a Bishop
The charge which is addressed to the Bishop- elect by the archbishop at their ordination reflects
the full weight of responsibility that they are accepting.
The bishop is reminded that he/she shares the work of Jesus :”...sanctifying and shepherding..
“the people and:” speaking in God’s name.”
A bishop has to be learned because he/she has to teach and interpret the truth as revealed in
Jesus Christ.
The bishop must lead a life of prayer, seeking God’s blessing on everything that they do. They will preach, lead worship, preside
at the eucharist, baptise , confirm and ordain.
A bishop is called to be a pastor especially to the ordained ministers who share some of the work.
The charge concludes with an admission that: ”No one is sufficient for these things.” but God can equip and bless a bishop
with grace and joy. Adapted from: “ The Charge” in An Anglican Prayer Book 1989.

The Process of Electing a bishop in the Anglican Church.
The process of electing a Bishop for a vacant See in the
Anglican Church of Southern Africa is set out in Canon 4 of
the Constitution and Canons of the Church. It is an
inclusive process in which all licensed clergy and lay Parish
Representative’s participate.

combined and a candidate requires a
two-third majority vote. A similar percentage vote is required of the House of
Laity. If either House fails to meet the
majority a fresh election is called. After
7 failed ballots fresh nominations can be called for.

When a vacancy occur the Metropolitan (Archbishop)
authorises the appointment of an Advisory Committee to
organise the elective assembly and call for nominations.
Canon 4.3 states, “A Bishop … may be elected from this
Church or…” from any member of the Church Unity
Commission. In the Archbishop’s letter about the Elective
Assembly he invites us to pray and fast as we seek to elect
“a person of pure and holy life sound in the faith, apt to
teach, fit to govern, and having a good report” within the
Church and beyond.

The Laity are fully involved in this process firstly by their
prayers and secondly by their representatives participation.
The two lay representatives from each Pastoral Charge are
elected at their respective Vestry meeting.
If our bishops were elected directly by the people in a
popular vote there is a danger that the office could tend to
become more political in nature; telling us what we wanted
to hear. Bishops are called to pastor us and guide us to be
what God wants us to be – the salt and light of the world.
On the other hand if our bishops were elected solely by
the clergy there is a danger that the laity may feel alienated and manipulated by a cabal of “insiders” who were
looking after their own interests.

The Elective Assembly begins each day of its meeting with
a Eucharistic service. Before the voting can begin each
candidate is presented and seconded to the Assembly. The
members of the Assembly will be given the opportunity to
contribute to the discussion by adding whatever they have
personally experienced or know of the candidate.

So as we prepare for the Elective Assembly to be held in
July please pray that God will direct the Assembly to elect
the person God has appointed to lead God’s people.

After all the candidates are presented the Assembly will
vote by secret ballot in the Three Houses of Diocesan
representation. The House of Bishop and Clergy are

A full description of the process is available in C4 of the canons
of the Anglican Church of South Africa (ACSA) which are on the
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A Reflection on the Ministry of Bishop Rubin, Ninth Bishop of Natal
he cleric and anti-apartheid activist
who became a bishop and Dean of the
Anglican of Southern Africa is a human
rights campaigner who does not mince
his words. A firm believer that the
Christians and the Church can, by their
words and actions, bring about change for
the better, he has led by example by
carrying the banner for justice for the
voiceless poor, the homeless, victims of
crime and xenophobia and young people
and spoken out against corruption and
exploitation albeit at great personal
sacrifice like being put under house arrest
for three years and threatened by the
South African government in the 70s.
“I have come that they may have life and
have it abundantly (John 10:10) has been
the inspiration in Bishop Rubin Phillip’s
life. His commitment to ecumenical
faith-based work for justice is part of his
very identity,” states the citation for 2010
The Diakonia Award bestowed on Bishop
Rubin for devoted service to human
rights, justice and democracy.
While reflecting on his 20 years of
ministry as Suffragan Bishop and Bishop
of Natal, it is appropriate to think about
what has motivated him to serve God by
considering some of what he has written
or said and been said about him.
IN HIS OWN WORDS
On the occasion of receiving an
honourary doctorate from the then Natal
Technikon, he said he wanted to pay
tribute to the late exponent of Black
Consciousness, Steve Biko, who, apart
from his own parents, had been the
greatest influence in his life. "He taught
me the necessity of being involved in the
upliftment of people, especially those
who are in need." - The Mercury, 5
December 2001
In his Christmas message in 2001, Bishop
Rubin challenged us to nurture our inner
selves in order that we may reach out to
others.
“Poverty and disease, oppression and
alienation, privilege and power, yield
their bitter fruit of suffering and brutality.
We need the cradle scene to reaffirm for
us the preciousness of every human life,
to remind us of God's love and care for
every child, male and female. God wants
peace and wholeness for all the children
of Africa and the world. In the horror of
what people (we) are capable of doing to
children, we must ponder again the cradle scene and respond to it.

How can we respond in a positive and
life-giving way? We can begin by being
nurturing and caring towards our own
inner selves, the "child within", for if we
treat ourselves with harshness we become
brutal towards others.
We can foster Mary's cradling spirit of
care towards the weak and powerless,
in our own families and in our
communities, seeking to attend to the
needs of the vulnerable.
We can adopt Joseph's protective stance
towards those in our care and children
in general. We need to watch, and
stand nearby, and be alert to the
dangers around them. We can expect
such protectiveness from others, and
especially those with authority and
responsibility.
We can seek peace in our homes, our
villages and cities, our nation and
world, by developing an attitude of
respect for life and for others, and
valuing their needs too.
We can share with others hope for our
society, a hope based on affirming the
value of each person.
“May you know your value and worth...
and may you bless the children of our
land and world by helping to create a
caring society-cradle for them.” – The
Mercury, 24 December 2001
In 2007, Bishop Rubin warned of a
deepening moral crisis in South Africa. In
his Christmas message that year, one in
which the high crime rate and violence in
informal settlements dominated local
news, he vocalised his support for shackdwellers and challenged our response to
those marginalised by society. Eight
years later, in a city reeling from recent
xenophobic violence, what he said back
in then rings true :
“One of the most sad and moving
expressions surrounding the birth of
Jesus is to be found in these words from
the Bible: "and there was no room for
them in the inn"(Luke 2:7). So Mary gives
birth to Jesus in a manger or stall for the
housing of animals. Paradoxically, this
‘visitor from on high’ finds no room, no
hospitality, in the city which he can call
his own. His birth takes place on the
margins, beginning a pattern to be
realised over and over in his life and
ministry. The visitor from God, who
could not find hospitality in his own city,
will nonetheless introduce to, and
institute in the world, the hospitality of
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God. The poor, marginalised shepherds
of Bethlehem were the first to experience
it. Many in the world today live on the
margins. We think of the homeless, the
unemployed, those approximately two
million people in Kwa-Zulu Natal who
live with the dreaded HIV/Aids
virus. Then there are those - including
children - who carry the emotional and
psychological scars of sexual abuse.” Daily News, 24 December 2007
In 2012, Bishop Rubin warned about
idealism and challenged Christians about
being complicit in evil by being silent bystanders:
“The Christian commemoration of the
death and resurrection of Jesus holds
together intense suffering and sorrow
with equally intense hope and joy. It
confronts each of us with the dark
realities that exist in the human heart, but
also touches the yearnings for good and
the potentials for redemption that also
reside in our hearts.
“In the events that surrounded the
crucifixion of Jesus we are squarely
confronted with corrupted motives,
injustice, misuse of power, hatred and
violence. For all our wonderful advances
in the two millennia between then and
now, the motives of our hearts remain the
same. The world that confronts us in
2012 is wracked by the same expressions
of human greed and evil.
“The threat of a fresh outbreak of war
looms as tensions develop between Iran
and the US; religious intolerance and
tensions between Christians and Muslims
results in ongoing violence and murder in
Central Africa; millions starve and die
unnecessarily in a world that produces
sufficient food for all but distributes it
unequally;|despair and simmering unrest
are stirring among the multitude of young
people in our country who have no hope
of employment and economic empowerment; the environment, for all our efforts,
continues to take a knock.
“In many ways, we live in a ‘Good
Friday’ world and the cross of Christ
serves as a reminder that each of us is, in
some way, complicit in the evils that are
so abundantly evident. Even if we are not
among the soldiers wielding the whips
and hammering in the nails, do we not
stand with Pontius Pilate, washing our
hands of responsibility, or among the
crowds of passive onlookers?
“If the Easter story was only about Good
Friday, we may well have cause to

despair, but the primary note that Easter
sounds is that of resurrection and the
triumph of hope. This generation has
witnessed the end of the political system
of apartheid, the breaking down of the
Iron Curtain, the Arab Spring and the
rising tide of protest against the greed
and inequality entrenched in the
monetary systems of the Western world.
In each instance it has been young
people who have formed the vanguard of
the struggle for change. They have been
fired by an idealism that drives their
struggle to build a better future.
“Idealism on its own, however, can
easily prove misguided or false. That is
where the message of Easter strikes a
deeper note because it reminds us that
this world ultimately belongs to God. It
is God who created it, God who has
acted to redeem it and God who plans
its ultimate destiny. Easter calls us
beyond idealism to faith and to the
recognition that our stories are part of a
bigger story of grace and goodness
where each of us can find authentic
identity and purpose in a world where
the ultimate message is that of resurrection and hope.” – The Independent
on Saturday, 7 April 2012
Bishop Rubin served on the commission
investigating the deaths of recruits in
Road Traffic Inspectorate fitness test in
Pietermaritzburg in 2013 and later found
himself surrounded by controversy
about his involvement as a commissioner. His response was that “he saw it as
part of his calling as a man of the
cloth” .
"I can still see their pained faces and
hear their occasional cries. I would
often during the commission, break the
rules and pray with and comfort the
families. In fact, I still pray for them in
my chapel," he said. "I do understand
their suffering, having grown up myself
for a period in a home where there was

abject poverty." - Pastoral letter to the
churches in the Diocese of Natal, 2014.
The extract below of the citation for the
Diakonia Award given to Bishop Rubin
in 2010 reveals how people outside the
Anglican Church see him and his work.
BISHOP RUBIN PHILLIP –
DIAKONIA AWARD
2010 CITATION
I have come that they may have life and
have it abundantly (John 10:10) has
been the inspiration in Bishop Rubin
Phillip’s life. His commitment to
ecumenical faith-based work for justice
is part of his very identity.
Diakonia’s first efforts to focus public
attention on the plight of detainees
followed the detention of the Revd Sol
Jacobs, a Methodist minister on the staff
of the South African Council of Churches (SACC). A prayer meeting was organised in Medwood Gardens in June
1981, and there was Rubin Phillip,
standing in solidarity with detainees,
holding a poster naming the groups being prayed for – including the police...
When involved with the Durban and
District Council of Churches, Bishop
Rubin chaired the Durban work of the
Dependents’ Conference, an SACC
programme.
There
he
provided
material, financial, psychological and
spiritual support to political prisoners,
such as those imprisoned on Robben
Island, as well as their families...
Bishop Rubin did not retire from
working for justice with the demise of
apartheid. In the midst of the jubilation
and joy of celebrating the fall of
apartheid, he prophetically saw human
rights violations, corruption, and
self-enrichment of the few elites looming
on the horizon, and threatening to throw
the nation back to the dark days...
With the escalation of the socio-political

Patronal Festival Parish Breakfast
In celebration of our Patronal
Festival we shared in a breakfast
of deliciously fresh bacon and
scrambled egg rolls served by our
Parish Council. The event was well
attended with over a 100
parishioners sharing in the meal
and fellowship. We give thanks to
God for our Parish Family.
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dynamics in Zimbabwe, Bishop Rubin
together
with
Paddy
Kearney,
successfully obtained a court interdict
preventing arms shipments destined for
the brutal regime in Harare – with its
history of blatant violations of human
rights – from being transported through
South Africa...
In 2008, when a wave of xenophobic
violence unleashed in South Africa,
Bishop Rubin campaigned for the
protection of foreign nationals. Due to
his strong efforts and advocacy, the
foreign nationals received shelter and
support from churches and civil society
organisations.
His commitment to human rights and his
influence did not go unnoticed by the
international community. In 2009
Bishop Rubin was honoured with the
International Bremen Peace Award in
the Category Public Engagement
towards justice and peace.
His commitment to human rights and his
influence did not go unnoticed by the
international community. In 2009
Bishop Rubin was honoured with the
International Bremen Peace Award in
the Category Public Engagement
towards justice and peace...”
Just in case you have been left with the
impression that bishops spring into
being complete with crozier and mitre, it
should be remembered that Bishop
Rubin has served in the ordained
ministry in a number of parishes
including:
Parish of
Wentworth
(Durban), Christ Church (Overport), St.
Aidan’s Church (Durban), St Elizabeth’s
Church (Westville), Trinity Church
(New York, USA) and was Dean of the
Diocese of Pretoria. He studied at the
Federal Seminary in Imbali, Pietermaritzburg and obtained a Masters Degree
in Divinity from General Theological
Seminary, New York.

Every picture tells a story!
A big thank you to all who knitted jerseys for the EWG
winter warmth project. The jersey were delivered to the
Zikwanele House of Hope crèche in Shongweni and
received with joy. Thank you.

The boy listened closely as the rabbi read the Bible.
'May I ask a question?' he asked. 'Sure. Go ahead.
Ask your question,' replied the rabbi. 'Well, the
Bible says that the children of Israel crossed the
Red Sea-the children of Israel built the temple-the
children of Israel did this and the children of Israel did that.
Didn't the grown-ups ever do anything?'

We give thanks to God for the continued growth
and success of Messy Church. We give thanks for
all the volunteers who give so selflesslessly of their
time to play, teach and feed! Please
continue
to pray for a Youth worker.

Quotes to Ponder.
People expect the clergy to have the grace of a
swan, the friendliness of a sparrow, the
strength of an eagle, and the night hours of an
owl - and some people expect such a bird to live
on the food of a canary! Edward Jeffrey

In God’s house we must try to accept any job:
cook or kitchen boy, waiter, stable boy, baker.
If it pleases the king to call us into his private
council, then we must go there, but without
being too excited, for we know that our rewards
depend not on the job itself but on the faithfulness with which we serve him. Pope John Paul I

BITS AND PIECES!
June

10-Caryn Evennett
15-Norman Roulliard
16-Dianne Chaplin
18-June Kear
01-Jill Howard
18-Lolly Wilson
02-Ann Sheard
19-Clifford Lindon
03-Murray Evennett
20-Jenipher Lavender
04-Ginny Rowan
06-Maureen Lauderdale 23-June Tucker
25-Millie Tayfield
10-Kate Stranack

25-Avryl Pittendrigh
26-Margarette Short
27-Heather Arbuckle
28-Tony Binge
28-Sue Yates
28-Margaret Ballard
28-Glynis Webb

01-Thora & Allan Golledge
06-Nalane & Harold Walker
08-Thelma & Tom Rafferty
15-Ann & Geoff Maud
16-Jean & Victor Hull
24-Wendy & Greg Logan
28-Wendy & Rob Hartley
28-Maureen & Gordon Lauderdale
28-Lynn & Charles Rich
29-Joyce & Bob Mickel

The Christian ministry is the worst of all trades,
but the best of all professions.
Joseph Fort Newton

Edward Osborn
Joy Evelyn Frank
Deryck Edward Howard

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS:
Cnr Elangeni & Nqutu Roads, Hillcrest
P O Box 148 Hillcrest 3650
: 031-765 5941
: 031-765 5077
: office@holytrinity.co.za / Website: www.holytrinity.co.za

Banking details:
Account Name:
Hillcrest Anglican Church
Nedbank Hillcrest Branch
1338 26
Account No.
1338 034 057

Please check our website, www.holytrinity.co.za, for all the latest news and activities!
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